Key Vocabulary:

Allies— the countries that fought on the British side
against Germany (USA, France and Russia).

World War Il — Year 6

Frustrated by the humiliating Treaty of Versailles that Germany had

to sign after the First World War, Hitler and the Nazi party came to Axis - the countries that fought on the German side (

power and started to rebuild Germany’s armed forces. When they Appeasement - letting someone have what they

invaded Poland in 1939, Britain and France declared war. want in order to avoid war.

Germany invaded and took over many countries in Europe, including Armistice - a pause in the fighting.

France. The Nazis transported millions of Jewish people to concentra- Luftwaffe - German air force

tion camps and killed them in the Holocaust. By 1940, they fought for Blitz - the continued heavy bombing of British cities

control of Britain but lost, instead bombing British cities with aircraft. in World War Il.

Germany then invaded Russia, but were unsuccessful. Conscription - making Something Compu|sory (you

Germany made an alliance with Italy and Japan. Japan attacked Amer- had no choice)

ica, so they joined the fighting, landing troops with Britain on the enigma - something that is difficult to understand

beaches of France. These armies slowly pushed their way to Berlin, Propaganda—government messages that change

the German capital, while Russia advanced from the other side. Ger- Warden wearing a gas mask behaviour and opinion.

many SurrendEFEd in May 1945. The USA dropped tWO nuclear 3 September 1939 Britain declares war on Germa-

bombs on Japan, making them surrender in August 1945, ending the ny after Germany invades Po-
land.

war.

The London Blitz

June 1940 Evacuation from Dunkirk.

Summer/Autumn 1940 The Battle of Britain and the
Blitz.

6th June 1944 D-Day: the Allies land on the
Normandy beaches of France.

8th May 1945 Germany surrenders (VE Day).




