
 

The Tudors – Year 6 Key Vocabulary: 

Dynasty– a family of rulers.   

The Reformation - the movement that challenged 

the established beliefs of the Catholic Church.  

dissolution—the closing down of a monastery.   

succession— passing power from one person to 

another.  

armada– a fleet of warships.  

tapestry—a woven carpet forming a picture that 

hangs on the wall.  

Protestants—– people who protest against the 

Catholic Church.  

The Wars of the Roses– the fight between the fam-

ilies of Lancaster and York for the throne.  

In 1485, a civil war between two branches of the royal family—the Yorkists and the 

Lancastrains—ended with the death of Richard III of York at the Battle of Boswroth. 

The victor, Henry Tudor, became Henry VII and  the Tudor dynasty began.   

The Tudors were in power for 118 years. During this time, much of the world was 

mapped and explored and merchants from Europe became wealthy through trade.  

Henry VIII became king in 1509. He divorced his first wife, Katherine of Aragon, 

after 20 years because he had not had a son to succeed him.  This meant he had 

to break from the Catholic Church and form his own Church of England. He had six 

wives in total, but only one son, Edward VI, who succeeded him.  

After Edward VI and Mary I died young, Henry’s last remaining child, Elizabeth I, 

went on to rule for 45 years in a golden age for England that saw the defeat of the 

Spanish Armada, the performance of many of William Shakespeare’s plays at The 

Globe Theatre and the beginnings of a new, scientific study of the world.   

Local History 

The Royal Grammar School, or RGS, in Guildford, was one of the many schools 

founded by Edward VI to improve the quality of education for children.  

 

Hampton Court Palace, near Kingston, was the greatest  of the Tudor royal palaces 

and a main residence of both Henry VIII and Elizabeth I.  

 

1485 The Wars of the Roses ends. 

Henry VII becomes king.  

1509 Henry VII dies and his son, 

Henry VIII becomes king and 

marries Katherine of Aragon.  

1536 Henry VIII divorces his first 

wife and marries Anne 

Boleyn.  

1547 Henry VIII dies and is suc-

ceeded by his son, Edward 

VI.  

1603 Elizabeth I dies, ending the 

Tudor era.  
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