
 

Black History– Year 6 Key Vocabulary: 

slave trade– the exchange of goods for people, cen-

tred around Britain, Africa and the Caribbean.  

Empire Windrush - the ship that carried hundreds of 

black people from the Caribbean to a new life in Brit-

ain.  

plantation—an estate on which crops such as sugar, 

coffee and maize are grown.  

Seized—took control by force 

multicultural– a mix of different cultures.  

anti-saccharrites—people who chose to boycott sug-

ar in the eighteenth century because of its links to 

slavery 

boycott– not to purchase or use a product for moral 

reasons 

segragation– to separate people based on their race 

The Empire Windrush arrived 

at Tilbury docks, Essex, on 

21st June 1948.  

In 1948, the Empire Windrush carried hundreds of Caribbean people to 

Britain. Many were looking to start a new life and settled in British, post-

war society, brining their culture and traditions with them.  

Britain was emerging from the Second World War and needed people 

to help its economy recover and start afresh, so invited people living in 

the Caribbean, to move.  

The Caribbean had been part of the British Empire. It was an important 

centre for sugar, which was popular in Britain, where it was not hot 

enough to grow. Unfortunately, slaves were used to grow the sugar on 

plantations. These were people who had been transported from Africa 

and exchanged for money and goods.  

Many countries in the Caribbean are now independent, like Jamaica, 

but still retain some links to Britain.  

Local History  

John Springfield (1847-1891), a Zanzibar-chieftain’s son who became a 

Guildford bootmaker.  

William (1824-1900) and Ellen Craft (1826-1891), Georgian slaves who 

became students and teachers in Ockham, Surrey.  

 
A protestor outside Parliament  

1500s The Slave Trade starts 

1713 Britain awarded the sole 

right to bring enslaved Afri-

cans to the Caribbean 

1833 Slave trade abolished in 

Britain 

1948 The Empire Windrush arrives 

in Britain 

1968 Race Relations Act for Racial 

Equality is passed The Notting Hill Carnival 


