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• Pseudo words
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• How can I help my child at home?
• Questions 

Overview 



Read Write Inc 



ck - Tick tock clock
wh - Whisk whisk
ph - Take a photo
ie - Terrible tie
ue - Come to rescue
e-e - Go Pete and Steve
au - Paul the astronaut
kn - Knock knock 

Additional Sounds



• Children in Year 1 throughout the country 
will all be taking part in a phonics 
screening check during the same week in 
June. 

• Children in Year 2 will also take the check if 
they did not achieve the required result 
when in Year 1.

• The phonics screening check is designed to 
confirm whether individual children have 
learnt phonic decoding and blending skills 
to an appropriate standard. 

What is the Phonics Screening 
Check?



• The phonics screening check contains 40 words 

divided into two sections of 20 words. Both 

sections contain a mixture of real words and 

pseudo-words. Also known as nonsense/alien 

words. The past pass mark has been 32.

• The check is not timed but we expect it to take 

between 4 and 9 minutes to complete.

• Pseduo-words are words that are phonically 

decodable but are not actual words with an 

associated meaning.

What happens in the check?



• Pseudo-words are included in the check 

specifically to assess whether your child 

can decode a word using their phonics 

skills. These are accompanied by a picture 

of an imaginary creature.

• This is to ensure that they are not trying to 

match the pseudo-word to a word in their 

vocabulary.

What happens in the check?



• The pseudo words will be shown to your child 
with a picture of an imaginary creature. This 
provides the children with a context for the 
imaginary creature which is independent 
from any existing vocabulary they may have. 

• These words are included because they will 
be new to all pupils; they do not favour 
children with a good vocabulary knowledge 
or visual memory of words. 

Pseudo Words -



• The check is designed to give teachers 

information on how your child is 

progressing in phonics. It will help to 

identify whether your child needs 

additional support at this stage so that 

they do not fall behind in this vital early 

reading skill.



By the end of the summer term all 
schools must report each child’s 
results to their parents. They will also 
confirm if the child has met the 
standard threshold. Children who do 
not achieve the expected level will 
retake the test when they are in Year 
2. This information will be included in 
your child’s report. 

Reporting to Parents



How can I help my child at home?



How to read a pseudo word?

Special friends - spot the sound, say the 
sounds

Fred talk the word out loud and then say the 
word blended together.

oi    f - oi- n-t - foint 

How can I help my child at home?



The Word Gap

At five years old:

Never read to - 4,622 words
1-2 times per week - 63, 570 words
3-5 times per week - 169, 520 words
Daily - 296,600 words
Five books a day - 1,483,300 words

(Science daily 2019)

Enjoy reading





Questions???



Thank you


